Effective Online Assessment.
2 hr Workshop

Assessment is an integral part of the teaching and learning process and requires careful planning and execution if it is to support the needs of both the student and the teacher. While many of the commonly used assessment strategies can be adopted in a blended approach to teaching and learning, consideration needs to be given to the special attributes of such learning environments if the strategies are to be effective. 
Workshop Agenda:

In this particular workshop you will work with your colleagues to:

· explore the key issues in effective assessment;

· discuss what students want from assessment;

· explore the ways other people go about assessment (their favourites);

· explore the range of assessment strategies commonly in use and some of the associated issues particularly with respect to the online teaching and learning environment;
· discuss the issues and strategies associated with successful online assessment and,

· briefly explore the tools available to you in Vista to create assessment activities.
Outcomes:
The overall outcome of this workshop will be for you to be in a position to create more effective assessment activities which support your students’ learning without significantly increasing your workload. Specifically, at the conclusion of this workshop you will:
· be able to add new assessment strategies to your ‘list’; 
· have gained an insight into how you might apply these to your own circumstance;
· have developed a set of ‘indicators’ of effective assessment in higher education;

· have come to an understanding of what students value in assessment and how this impacts on your teaching and assessing strategies and,
· be aware of the special needs of online assessment.
Workshop:
Section 1 – A theoretical framework for effective assessment

· What is Assessment
· Why do it

· Key issues to consider (formative vs. summative, norm referenced vs. criterion based etc …)
Activity: 

a) Ongoing Discussion/Questions from which -
b) Build a list of “Principles”

Section 2 – Strategies/Techniques/Methods of Assessing
· What strategies/techniques do I use? (Assignments –various Genre : Evaluations - quizzes, diagnostics/survey : Discussion : Group work : Peer)
· What strategies/techniques do other people use?

· What works and why

· What do students prefer/want from it? (expectations/authentic/choice-flexibility) What strategies might we use to address these
Activity: Group develops a ‘checklist for quality’ in student assessment

Section 3 – Assessment online

Activity:

a) Use the source materials to discuss the special aspects of assessment in the online environment. 

a. Technical issues
b. Pedagogical issues
b) Make a list of techniques and strategies that might work for you in your subject area in an online situation.

Section 4 – The tools and how to use them

· Assignment Tool

· Discussion Tool

· Chat and Whiteboard

· Evaluation Tool

· Mail

Post workshop Activity: 

a) Consider an area/topic/issue you commonly assess

b) Select a strategy that you think will suit both the topic and provide effective assessment for both yours and the students’ needs

c) Develop up an activity/exercise/set of questions using principles developed earlier

d) Select the appropriate tool

e) Build – if time

Section 5 – Wash-up

· Re-positioning the role of assessment from the teacher and student perspective – a ‘cultural change’

· Where to from here?

Activity:
Discussion around the source materials

