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The pros and cons of online assessment
 

 

Online assessment has proved to be a contentious area for educators. The common notion of computer generated tests discourages many teachers who immediately view this mode as innappropriate for their subject area. In fact online assessment has many guises and teachers can modify and utilise and wide range of strategies. 

As with all trends in education there are both advantages and disadvantages for teaching and learning. 
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	Timely feedback - the teacher can provide feedback and assessment with a short turn around time.

Automatic feedback - some forms of online assessment provide instant answers (multiple choice).

Choice of assessment modes - online assessment can incorporate a range of options such as multimedia, interactivity, etc. To view some examples of interactive assessment items, return to the Resources page and select Digital Media. 

Monitoring and tracking of learner results and behaviour such as number of attempts to complete a task.

Delivering tests and other assessment items to a computer anywhere in the world.

Automatic verification of receipt of assessment and reporting of results when graded. 
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	Demoralising for learners to get no personal or face to face feedback from teachers.

Verification of submissions - checking that assessments are actually completed by the stated learner.

Security - need to ensure that learners cannot gain access to online answers or view others work and results.

Inappropriate for some subject areas particularly where practical demonstrations are required.


