Principles of Effective Assessment



The following principles provide a general guide to the design and development of educationally effective assessment activities.  

· 1.  The purpose of assessment is to improve student learning outcomes and development by providing students with feedback on the progress toward these outcomes, and using the feedback to modify aspects of the programs to ensure that the outcomes are being achieved and student learning is improved. 

· 2.  Assessment should examine both the product (quality education – learning outcomes) and the process (how achieved – teaching and subject design). 
  

· 3.  Assessment should encompass multiple approaches to assessment including both quantitative and qualitative data, and multiple indicators of effectiveness that reflect the complexity of the goals of higher education and take into account the diversity of students and how they learn and communicate.
  

· 4.  Effective assessment depends upon clearly stated, assessable outcomes; data collected which are meaningful, valuable, and accurate; data which are analyzed, not merely tabulated; and results that are communicated. 

· 5. There is a clear alignment between expected learning outcomes, what is taught and learnt, and the knowledge and skills assessed — there is a closed and coherent ‘curriculum loop’.


· 6.  Effective assessment is continuous, creating a self-correcting loop of experimentation and measurement for both the teacher and the student. Choices about what/when/how to assess should be continuously reviewed. To this end, assessment should encompass both formative and summative approaches.
  

· 7.  Instruments used for assessment should measure the expected student learning outcomes, in particular the higher-order learning that characterises higher education, with acceptable levels of technical quality, e.g., validity, reliability, etc. Planning should take into account the need to assess in a normative or criterion referenced framework.
  

· 8.  Effective assessment should have a peer based component and students should be involved in the design and implementation of such components.
 

· 9.  Effective assessment provides feedback to students and units with implications for improvement. 

· 10.  Assessment feeds into planning, continuous improvement, and institutional and unit resource allocations.

